
Full sun exposes coffee to:
 High leaf and soil temperatures
 Moisture loss from soil and leaves 

through transpiration
 Wind

Arabica coffee has natural adaptation to 
shade where it produces more cherries 

of high quality

• The optimum level of shade is 20-40%. 
• Properties of a good shade tree Fast 

growing
• Spreading tree, height above coffee 

canopy 
• Deep rooted, no competition for water 

and nutrients
• Nitrogen fixing
• Provides leaves that will rot down

SHADE MANAGEMENT 


